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Recent Reviews-Digital
FreedomFlix 
This site is a comprehensive resource focusing on American history from pre-Revolutionary America to the present day. Each historical division contains e-books, videos, and a Read It section that highlights the featured e-book. Each e-book contains a table of contents, glossary, informational text, an audio capability, and a bookmark feature. They also have a timeline and index, and a section that focuses on “influential individuals.” There are open-ended questions for students to consider, and a multiple choice quiz in each section. “Explore More” accesses Grolier Online for more information. There are related websites, ideas for student projects, and a “Resource” section for teachers which contains lesson plans, a quiz, writing prompts, and Whiteboard activities. This is a colorful, attractive collection that is wide-ranging in its scope and easily navigated. This resource will be utilized in myriad ways, limited only by the creativity of teachers and students, and is valuable on so many levels. Highly Recommended
—Library Media Connection, March/April 2013

Recent Reviews-Print
(Please note that some of these reviews are not as favorable as others so please read each one carefully before sharing with customers. We wanted you to be aware of them good or bad!) 

Rookie Read-About Safety

A brief note to parents and teachers at the beginning of each book suggests how to address the topic with a child; for example, in Stranger Safety, the author says, “Make sure your child understands that behavior that would normally be considered unacceptable–such as kicking, biting, and fibbing–is acceptable, even advisable, when dealing with strangers.” Each book has bright, clear, contemporary photographs that are attractive, abundant, and relevant to each situation. The large, readable texts include a balance of dos and don’ts. All of the titles conclude with a summary of safety tips and a “Words to Know” section that pictorially represents four important terms having to do with that topic, such as “fire,” “firefighter,” “smoke alarm,” and “toaster” in Fire Safety. Accessible titles to spark discussion.
—School Library Journal, March 2013 on Back-to-School Safety, Bicycle Safety, Car Safety, Fire Safety, Internet Safety, and Stranger Safety

With a large font and easy-to-read text, these books are ideal for the beginning reader. Each book has recommendations and a website to visit for more information on each topic, plus a picture glossary. Adding these to an elementary school library or classroom collection will fill a need. Table of Contents. Index. Recommended
—Library Media Connection, October 2013 on Bicycle Safety, Car Safety, Internet Safety, and Stranger Safety
Rookie Read-About Geography 

The titles in this series are designed for extremely young readers; facts are limited and do not leave readers with a sense of culture, geographic location, or other common attributes of the continents. Every double-spread has a full-page colorful captioned image and one or two sentences. Each volume includes Facts for Now which refers readers to the publisher’s website for additional information, and a pictorial glossary. It is hard to find expository text at this level but readers seeking a real understanding of continents will not gain much from this series. Index. Additional Selection
—Library Media Connection, August/September 2013 on Africa, Antarctica, Asia, Australia, Europe, North America, and South America (Continents)
Many students don’t know geography, so this series provides a good start on addressing that concern. The books’ formatting will be familiar to those who have used Rookie Read-About series before. The text is simple with one or two sentences per page and a facing illustration. The information and vocabulary are appropriate for beginning readers and the photos, maps, and charts are helpful for added understanding. Each book includes picture glossary and a URL for the publisher’s Facts for Now website. A nice feature is “Try It,” an activity themed to the book’s information. The reader is encouraged to use scale, keys, longitude and latitude lines, and a world map. A nicely done series for younger grades, this set will be a good addition to a geography collection. Index. Recommended

—Library Media Connection, August/September 2013 on Longitude and Latitude, Looking at Maps and Globes, Map Keys, and Map Scales (Map Skills)
Rookie Read-About Community

Each spread in these informative books contains one to four sentences of large-print text and a full-color action photo. Models represent diverse racial backgrounds and varying ages. Information is sometimes too specific to be universally correct. For example, in Doctors, the author explains that doctors take patients’ temperature and blood pressure, along with other tasks that are, in fact, commonly performed by nurses. In Librarians, an explanation of storyhour includes, “Everyone gets a chance to say what he or she liked best about the book.” This may be true in some storyhours, but certainly not all. Later, readers learn that “The librarian likes to read.” Computer use is mentioned, but audiovisual materials are referred to very briefly. Paramedics is the strongest of the three titles, as it includes photographs of specialized equipment in use. A “Be a Community Helper” section states, “Wear your seat belt in a car” and “Use sunscreen.” Because the connection between these actions and the role of the paramedic is not explicitly stated, they seem random. Additional purchases.

—School Library Journal, January 2013 on A Day with Doctors, A Day with Librarians, and A Day with Paramedics 
Rookie Read-About Science

Here’s a well-designed offering from the Rookie Read-About Science series. In methodical fashion, the book begins with the sentence “Ketchup comes from tomatoes.” The text then moves back to the planting process, showing how workers place seeds in the ground, which will grow into tomatoes—some for consumption and others to be made into ketchup. The chapter “From Farm to Factory” clearly explains the process of turning the fruit (“fun fact!”) into a condiment. The large type, with a sentence or two on each page, faces a crisp color photo that breathes life into the process. Informative and attractive, this shows good things come in small packages. A link to the Scholastic website offers readers more.
—Booklist Online, March 8, 2013 on Tomatoes to Ketchup 

Carefully avoiding any references to specific brands, these engaging introductions follow common products from farm (or forest) through each major manufacturing step. One-to-five sentence-long explanations (e.g., “Milk is needed to make ice cream. Milk comes from cows.”) accompany the bright, full-page or larger, captioned color photos. Challenging vocabulary words are set apart in bold fonts and defined in the glossaries, which also contain pronunciation guides. “Fun Fact!” text boxes contain interesting asides, such as “Americans use about three bottles of ketchup per person each year.” The level of detail is well suited to new readers, and each stage is recapped in a chart at the end of every volume. More information is available on a dedicated page on the publisher’s website. 
—School Library Journal, April 2013 on Beans to Chocolate, Milk to Ice Cream, Tomatoes to Ketchup, and Trees to Paper
This series provides young readers with a simple explanation of how various products are produced. In chapters using simple sentences and bright photographs, the process of creating each thing is clearly shown. There is a step-by-step diagram/timeline provided which helps the reader break down and understand the different stages each manufactured good must follow in order to become the finished product. Glossary. Websites. Index. Recommended
—Library Media Connection, November/December 2013 on Beans to Chocolate, Milk to Ice Cream, Trees to Paper, and Tomatoes to Ketchup

Rookie Biographies

With simple text and colorful captioned images, these small-sized, introductions manage to pack in a lot of information about six people who have influenced history in very different ways. Short sentences, clear maps and time lines, “Fast Fact!” text boxes, and other nonfiction book features, such as glossaries with pronunciation guides, assist kids in learning facts without being overwhelmed. Large full-color and black-and-white photos and reproductions illustrate every spread. Each book also includes a poem about the subject and an inspirational section that encourages readers to think about helping others, becoming innovators, and getting involved in a handful of other pursuits that echo the achievements of the featured person. 
—School Library Journal, April 2013 on George Washington, Harriet Tubman, Martin Luther King Jr., Barack Obama, Steve Jobs, and Walt Disney
This tidy little book hits all the high points of Jobs’ life, and does so in simple sentences and a large font, just right for new biography readers. Jobs’ early life, his entry into the world of computers, his work with Apple, and a survey of his inventions that changed everyday life are covered. Text appears on one page, faced by color photos. Even though many of the pictures are stock, they are bright and set on glossy paper.

Fast facts appear at the bottom of some of the pages (“Steve’s father liked to fix up cars and sell them”). The book concludes, a bit oddly, with an original poem (“We owe so much to that little ‘i.’ / Imagine the world without it; just try!”), as well as a time line, glossary, and link to Scholastic’s website for further information.
—Booklist, April 1, 2013 on Steve Jobs 

Nature’s Children
Each of these new titles in the Nature’s Children series discusses one species in context. The books focus not only on the animals themselves—including fairly standard information on their bodies, life cycle, and young—but also on their environment and history. Many readers may also be interested in the conservation efforts highlighted in each book. A Fact File at the beginning of each book usefully presents basic information about the animal in one place. The Fun Facts that supplement the text on many pages add interesting, if not exactly “fun,” details. Although the text is quite good, the striking, high-quality, eye-catching photos are the true stars of these books. The close-ups in American Bullfrogs give a fascinating new perspective on these often overlooked amphibians. The dynamic images in Black Bears highlight the beauty of these animals as well as their relationship to their environment. The photos in Manatees convey a strong feeling of the underwater world where these animals live, without ever sacrificing clarity and sharpness. Parrots presents a gorgeous rainbow of colorful flocks, and individual birds, as well as parrots interacting with people. Readers of all ages will be drawn to the photos in these books even as they learn from the text. 

—Booklist, March 1, 2013 on American Bullfrogs, Black Bears, Manatees, and Parrots
Also recommended from this series:

-Bats 

-Lions 
-Pandas 
-Stingrays 
Cornerstones of Freedom

The third Cornerstones of Freedom series has as its tagline, “Bringing history to life.” That may be pushing it, but these slim volumes do provide middle-grade readers with a solid basis for understanding the various ways in which the U.S. government functions. American Capitalism explains an economic term that young people may have heard but don’t fully understand. Beginning with the capitalism practiced by the early settlers, this goes on to look at the system’s growth, vulnerabilities, successes, and failures—overall, a well-crafted look at a signature accomplishment in American history. In The Great Depression, readers will get a real feel for what it was like to live through that anxious period. In National Intelligence, the complexity of this particular defense system is revealed as well as how technology continues to reshape it. The book may date a bit because of the inclusion of positions with particular names that could change at any time. Still, it provides a good overview for students and browsers. The series format is bright and attractive, with a readable typeface and plenty of photos and period illustrations that are selected for variety, inclusiveness, and drama. Each book concludes with an explanation of primary and secondary sources and further defines terms used in the text. 

—Booklist, February 1, 2013 on American Capitalism, The Great Depression, and National Intelligence

These books open with a “Setting the Scene” introduction, followed by four chapters that provide background and describe the most important aspects of the conflicts, a large “What Happened Where” map, and a “The Story Continues” conclusion that places the conflict into historical context. Font size is large, with most pages having only one or two paragraphs of text, which limits background and detail. Benoit includes both military and general history, discussing the causes and main events of the wars and touches on prejudice and discrimination on the home front. He is generally objective, but does equate the anti-Muslim feelings that followed 2001 with the more severe anti-Japanese sentiment that resulted in the internment of Japanese Americans after Pearl Harbor. Large period photos are appealing and well integrated with the text. Sidebars profile leaders, provide additional information about text topics, and describe global reactions to events and contemporary perspectives about both conflicts. “Firsthand Look” sidebars direct students to well-chosen print and media files on Scholastic’s website. Although these books are attractive introductions, their brevity restricts the amount of information that can be included and they don’t improve on many extant titles, such as Steve White’s graphic history Pearl Harbor: A Day in Infamy (Rosen, 2007) and Stuart A. P. Murray’s Eyewitness Vietnam War (DK, 2005), making them supplementary purchases.
—School Library Journal, May 2013 on The Attack on Pearl Harbor and The Vietnam War
These well-designed titles present overviews of important national and global issues and their effects on current world development, especially in the United States. Environmental Protection provides information about how human activities impact the environment, especially global warming. Hydrofracking discusses the advantages and disadvantages of this method of extracting petroleum and natural gas, by pumping water and chemicals deep below the Earth’s surface. Renewable energy sources are discussed as alternatives to this practice. Internet Inventors explains how technologies, especially the Web and wireless applications, are changing society. All three volumes have color photos on almost all the pages, and each one includes a “Living History” section that offers a brief introduction to primary and secondary sources with access to additional Scholastic content and media. 
—School Library Journal, June 2013 on Environmental Protection, Hydrofracking, and Internet Inventors
Well-chosen cover illustrations accentuate interest in these high priority topics for social studies, history, and science classes. Each book begins with encouragement for readers to become history investigators by examining primary and secondary sources, cross-examining witnesses, and taking a look at situations of that time period. All volumes include “Setting The Scene,” influential individuals, timeline, map of events, boxed information to expand the text, future possibilities, contents pages with pertinent illustrations, a glossary with pronunciations, resources, and primary and secondary sources. Websites. Index. Recommended
—Library Media Connection, October 2013 on African Americans in the Thirteen Colonies, The Attack on Pearl Harbor, The British Colonies in North America, Environmental Protection, Hydrofracking: The Process That Has Changed America’s Energy Needs, Internet Inventors, Steve Jobs, The Titanic, The United States and Mexico, and The Vietnam War

True Books
These books advertise that everything you read in them is “All New All True!” Although the material is important and updated, the information is not new and it is not engaging. Maps includes the compass rose, orientation, latitude and longitude, legend, and online maps. Charts discusses graphic organizers, spreadsheets, tables, personal planners, line graphs, bar graphs, pie charts, scatter plots, flow charts, and note-taking charts. Diagrams covers Venn diagrams, cluster maps, problem-solving diagrams, t-charts, research-paper organizers, persuasive-letter organizers, maps, drawings, and cycle diagrams. Both Charts and Diagrams have several “Try It” pages that give readers an opportunity to create some of the examples being discussed–these could be helpful in the classroom. There is a “Big Truth!” spread in each book, such as a chart for March Madness and Florence Nightingale’s rose diagram–although it is not obvious why it is a big truth. Layout includes plenty of photos, illustrations, and graphics. There are a few captions that don’t go with the pictures; for example, the cover of Diagrams shows a layered drawing of a volcano, but the caption reads, “Diagrams have been found in cave paintings.” Despite the minor issues, these books provide solid curriculum support if material on the subjects is needed.

—School Library Journal, January 2013 on Reading Maps, Understanding Diagrams, and Understanding Charts and Graphs (A True Book: Information Literacy)

Jury describes what jurors do, requirements for serving, and how they are chosen for a trial, hear evidence, and reach a verdict. In the second book, De Capua details the requirements one must meet to vote in the United States today. She looks at the history of voting and campaigns, and explains the Electoral College. The format is attractive, with large, color photographs and decorative borders. The short chapters and brief paragraphs make the texts easy to follow. These serviceable books will be useful where collection updates are needed.

—School Library Journal, February 2013 on Serving on a Jury and Voting (A True Book: Civics)
This subset falls short. Choppy sentences in long paragraphs are accompanied by large, color photographs. “The Big Truth!” sections in the center of each volume have full-spread photos with text boxes containing facts and/or advice (e.g., “Having fun? Great! But don’t chew with your mouth open.”) Each volume has an absurdly short and arbitrary time line: for example, the one in Manners starts with Emily Post’s etiquette guide as one of four important events named, but the politeness professional herself is never mentioned in the text. It also includes the launch of Facebook (mentioned once in the text as a place where gossip may be spread), but gives no additional information as to its relevance. Simplistic true-or-false questions are answered on the “True Statistics” page, which gives no sources for its figures. While two volumes are devoted to bullying, Smart Choices crams in many topics, including nutrition, exercise, drugs, alcohol, stress, etc. All of the topics addressed in here are better covered in extant series. 
—School Library Journal, April 2013 on Cyberbullying, Good Manners, Making Smart Choices, and Stop Bullying (A True Book: Guides to Life)
These titles offer properly tantalizing surveys of our local stellar neighborhood and its ongoing exploration. “The 100 Year Starship” initiative aims “to investigate, research, and prepare for humans to travel beyond our solar system to other stars.” Each volume opens by asking readers two true or false questions, promising they’ll “find the answer in this book.” Despite handsome packaging, star-quality authors, helpful time lines, closing ”True Statistics” summaries, and resource lists with online extensions, the information is readily available in existing sets. The illustrations feature an undifferentiated mix of photos and speculative paintings, and the texts contain moot claims, such as that the Big Bang began with a particle and that atoms “are the tiniest forms of matter.” The unbalanced focus on the U.S.’s space program and probes means that astronauts from Russia and China are mentioned only briefly and creates a misleading impression that NASA has been the whole show. 

—School Library Journal, April 2013 on Discovering New Planets, Exploring Our Sun, Journey Through Our Solar System, and The 100 Year Starship (A True Book: Dr. Mae Jemison and 100 Year Starship™)
Information abounds in these glossy, colorful, engaging volumes. Each book starts with a “Find the Truth!” section, which presents readers with two statements and encourages them to figure out which one is true by the end of the book (a great way to interest them). Facts boxes pop up everywhere–even on the covers and in the tables of contents. The narratives are interesting, accessible, and divided into clearly labeled sections. While highlighting achievements, the books also candidly touch on negative aspects of the subjects’ lives, such as Bill Clinton’s “relationship with another woman” and the fact that Steve Jobs “usually smelled bad” in the 1970s because he didn’t shower.  Colorful and black-and-white captioned photos, time lines, a “True Statistics” section, and other helpful features supplement the texts. A solid, entertaining, and informative series.

—School Library Journal, April 2013 on Barack Obama, Hilary Clinton, Bill and Melinda Gates, and Steve Jobs (A True Book: Biographies)
Superstorm Sandy captured the headlines in the fall of 2012, and while the front pages have been relinquished to other stories, its effects are still being felt in many communities. This book provides enough detail to paint a vivid picture without unnecessarily scaring young readers, many of whom may have experienced the storm firsthand. The first chapter traces the storm’s origin and path through the Caribbean nations. Gregory provides a strong sense of context, listing the damage and casualties Sandy caused in each country, including the plight of the Haitians still homeless from the 2010 earthquake. The rest of the book is dedicated to the impact on the Northeast, from President Obama’s emergency declaration on October 28, through the major news stories (including the presidential campaign), to the cleanup and recovery efforts. The captioned color photographs are plentiful, but small. Maps, side boxes about other catastrophic North American hurricanes (including Katrina), and a statistics page add detail; defined bold vocabulary words with pronunciations in a glossary and an index will aid researchers too young for primary sources.
 —School Library Journal, May 2013 on The Superstorm Hurricane Sandy (A True Book: Disasters)
The high-profile life of Hillary Clinton gets fine treatment in this book from A True Book: Biography series. Beginning with her youth, this title moves to her days in Arkansas, her life as First Lady, and then on to her own political career as senator from New York, presidential candidate, and secretary of state. The information is well presented (though trouble spots like Whitewater and the Lewinsky affair only get a sentence or two). The photographs are strong throughout and appear on every page—the black-and-white

ones from the early days are especially interesting—and do an excellent job of tracing Clinton’s career (and ever-changing hairstyles). The invitation to “Find the Truth!” hidden in the book’s text is a little lame (“T or F: Hillary Clinton was the first president’s wife elected to Congress?”), but kids can learn more at Scholastic’s website.

—Booklist, April 1, 2013 on Hillary Clinton (A True Book: Biographies)
Enhanced with high-quality color photos, this title in the True Book: Dr. Mae Jemison and 100 Year Starship series describes the 100YSS initiative to make interstellar space travel possible for humans. Jemison, the book’s coauthor and world’s first woman of color in space, will lead the initiative. The thorough yet accessible text reveals that designing a starship is no easy task, explaining the difficulties in creating enough chemical fuel to power the spacecraft, as well as the challenges of protecting humans from radiation, extreme temperatures, and lack of oxygen. And what about living inside the starship? A final chapter addresses how advancements in starship technology, such as alternative fuel sources and conservation of natural resources, could benefit life on earth. Intermittent facts and concluding statistics keep readers engaged and looking to the stars.
—Booklist, April 1, 2013 on The 100 Year Starship (A True Book: Dr. Mae Jemison and 100 Year Starship™)
The true facts in this series will help students understand about paying taxes, voting, running for public office, and serving on a jury. Each book clearly explains the process and answers questions about why we all have to have a part in these government processes. Readers find out how jury members are chosen, why we have political parties, how presidents run for office, and what services our taxes pay for. Current photographs are included on every page. The larger text encourages young readers to explore the books as well as find answers to their questions. Elementary teachers will borrow these books over and over as they teach their students about American citizenship. Recommended
—Library Media Connection, August/September 2013 on Paying Taxes, Running for Public Office, Serving on a Jury, and Voting (A True Book: Civics)
These two books, Journey Through Our Solar System and Discovering New Planets, are part of a series of elementary/middle school science books called A True Book. Each book starts with two True or False questions, that the reader is expected to find the answers by reading the book. Each question is intriguing and should spark an interest
in the material. The graphics are bright, colorful, and informative. Many concepts that might seem complex, e.g., detection of exoplanets by astrometry, are explained well. There is a glossary of important words in the back, along with appropriate references. The material is uptodate with references to the latest NASA missions; for example the latest Mars rover, Curiosity, in the first book, and the Kepler mission to detect planets around other stars, in the second book. The material is generally accurate, with a few minor errors, e.g., the outer planets “are made completely of gas and have not solid surface” (page 9). Otherwise, these are interesting, accurate and informative books. 
—Science Books & Films Online, September 2013 on Discovering New Planets and Journey Through Our Solar System (A True Book: Dr. Mae Jemison and 100 Year Starship)
Each book in this series provides background information on the featured topic with photographs and a clear explanation of each. Reading Maps includes online maps and how they are developed, making this a very up-to-date resource. The series emphasizes that all the information provided is true and can be verified. Adding these to an elementary school library or classroom collection as supplemental information would be recommended. Bibliography. Glossary. Websites. Table of Contents. Index. Recommended
—Library Media Connection, October 2013 on Reading Maps, Understanding Charts and Graphs, and Understanding Diagrams (A True Book: Information Literacy)
In this not exactly balanced biography in the Great American Business series, Mara offers up a glowing portrait of Sam Walton as a hugely successful businessman and even a daring thinker, while barely touching upon the downside of Walton’s controversial business practices. The founder of Walmart is described as working hard both on the family farm and at school, serving his country during WWII, and

then mastering the retail business, one store at a time. In a final bit of cheerleading, Mara concludes that Walton’s “greatest legacy” was proving “it was possible to start with nothing and make it all the way to the top.” Snazzy layouts and bright photos are inherent to the True Book brand, and any way you slice it, this is an unexpected topic that many kids will respond to.

—Booklist, October 1, 2013 on Sam Walton: The Man Who Invented Walmart (A True Book: Great American Business)
Drawing from current headlines, each biography outlines the life and accomplishments of these newsmakers in four or five chapters, with an additional chapter that discusses related material. In support of beginning researchers, focus questions are included under each chapter title, and the books conclude with True Statistics and Resources. In addition, each book contains a timeline and sidebars that add interest. Every page is illustrated with full-color photographs and captions without distracting readers. Authors have created honest, engaging portrayals of their subjects, appropriately geared to their intended audience. Obviously attuned to the Common Core Standards and designed to appeal to 21st century readers, these books will make a timely addition to elementary biography collections. Glossary. Table of Contents. Index. Recommended
—Library Media Connection, November/December 2013 on Bill and Melinda Gates, Hillary Clinton, and Steve Jobs (A True Book: Biographies)
In this series, coauthored by former NASA astronaut Dr. Mae Jemison and Dana Meachen Rau, each book covers a different aspect of space, beginning with research here on Earth, to our sun, and ending with our solar system. Each book begins with a “find the truth” challenge. The truth is revealed at the end of each book, right after the True Statistics listing. The tables of contents also include photos and factoids to give the reader a hint of what’s to come. Each topic is clearly and succinctly explained. There are photos, timelines, and diagrams. Bibliography. Glossary. Websites. Table of Contents. Index. Recommended
—Library Media Connection, November/December 2013 on The 100 Year Starship, 

Exploring Our Sun, and Journey Through Our Solar System (A True Book: Dr. Mae Jemison and 100 Year Starship)
Current topics related to behavior and peer-to-peer social interactions are presented in this series via short text. Images are highly attractive photographs related to the topic. All subjects are covered in a basic but thorough manner. Each book has two questions at the front and readers are asked to find the true one. At the end of the book the answers are given along with statistics. The books are well-written and will appeal to elementary school students who want to know more about the topics. Bold print words in the text are included in the glossary with pronunciation and definition. The series would be good addition to a school or public library. Bibliography. Glossary. Websites. Index. Recommended
—Library Media Connection, November/December 2013 on Cyberbullying, Good Manners, Making Smart Choices, and Stop Bullying (A True Book: Guides to Life)
Enchantment of the World

From the glossy covers to the crisp, vibrant interior photos, the titles in the revised Enchantment of the World series are as inviting as any travel guide.  The clean design and clear chapter breaks make for easy use for middle-school students writing standard country reports, and the attractiveness of the package encourages wanderlust browsing.  The Bahamas opens with a to-die-for shot: azure water, blue skies, and a shady palm tree.  From there, readers learn about the country’s exports (like salt and rum); its famous pink sand beaches (from the “broken shells of microscopic sea creatures”); and its rich tradition of storytelling.  Greece examines the country’s “Ancient Past, Modern Future” and the rich cultural heritage of its people.  The origins of Islam, the diversity of Pakistan’s population, and the nation’s military leaders are all presented in Pakistan (terrorism is not treated in-depth, but the Taliban and Osama bin Laden’s discovery are topics briefly discussed in sidebars).  Meanwhile, Russia delves into its preeminence in the arts while also discussing branches of the government and the economy.  Each book balances past and present and ends with a time line of world history.  “Fast Facts,” a small further reading list, and index conclude.  Accessible and informative—and pretty to look at, too. 
—Booklist, December 1, 2012 on The Bahamas, Greece, Pakistan, and Russia
Also recommended from this series:

· Australia 
· Egypt 
· Iran 
· Israel 

These titles provide the usual excellent coverage of the countries with refreshed and updated informative texts and almost entirely new photos and reproductions. The format is the same as in previous editions: 10 well-illustrated chapters, several maps, a fast-facts section, and a few references to other sources, including a referral to a Scholastic website (new). The chapters cover geography, natural environment, history, politics, people and culture. Sidebars tell about famous people, events, issues, etc. The books include many recent events and topics, e.g., Queen Elizabeth II’s Diamond Jubilee; Greece’s ongoing financial problems; and Russia’s famous NHL hockey player, Ovi. In a few instances, subjects talked about at length in the text are not accompanied by an illustration and/or a location on one of the maps–a minor irritation. The previous edition of Greece contained two excellent explanations of Greece’s uneasy relationships with Turkey and the Macedonian Republic, which were omitted from this edition and have been central concerns of Greece for many years. Also, there is no mention in the discussion of holidays of the Saints’ days in Greece, which are also the “name days” for most of the Greek people and are celebrated instead of birthdays. However, in general, these books have lively and interesting texts and excellent illustrations. It is well worth keeping up with the newest editions of this exemplary series, particularly the entry on the relatively newly formed Russian Federation.

—School Library Journal, April 2013 on England, Greece, and Russia 
Sonneborn updates Don Nardo’s 2007 edition. She follows the same outline and covers similar material–history, government, geography, natural resources, economics, the arts, and culture. Her prose is occasionally stilted, choppy, and repetitive, but she provides a wealth of information that is both current and relevant. Maps, charts, sidebars highlighting items of interest, a time line, and a “Fast Facts” section add to the presentation. The book is physically attractive and simple to use, and has far-ranging appeal; it’s ideal for middle-grade reports but will inform teens and adults who want to learn the basics in a format that’s easily read and understood.
—School Library Journal, May 2013 on France 
The countryside of these nations is depicted in this series. Each book starts with a general overview that flows into the geography and climate of the country. History, government and the country’s future follow. The last part of each book deals with the culture, religion, daily life and ethnicities. Additional facts as well as details on important sites, people, and problems are included. “Fast Facts” include all the basic information needed for country reports. There is a list of books and DVDs for more information, as well as access to online information. There are excellent color photos throughout the books and quality b&w historic photos as well. Index. Recommended
—Library Media Connection Online, August/September 2013 on The Bahamas, England, Greece, Pakistan, Russia, and Spain

The Ancient World

Each book begins with the history of a culture from origin to demise, and proceeds to topics such as religion, laws, social customs, homes, family, politics, economy, warfare, and education. A chapter is devoted to geography and develops critical thinking skills by explaining how weather, climate, land features, and natural resources shaped the peoples’ practices. Each links the ancient world to contemporary times by discussing what the culture contributed to modern life. The books also explain how modern scientists continually learn about ancient cultures through the discovery of artifacts. Every spread has color photographs; each volume also includes brief biographies of notable people and an illustrated timeline of critical events. These books will supplement history and social studies classes and will also appeal to independent readers interested in the ancient world. Glossary. Recommended
—Library Media Connection, August/September 2013 on Ancient Aztecs, Ancient China, Ancient Egypt, Ancient Greece, Ancient Incas, Ancient India, Ancient Maya, and Ancient Mesopotamia

Calling All Innovators

This entry in the Calling All Innovators: A Career for You series introduces a historical overview of toy manufacturing, including Barbie, LEGO, and other old favorites. In the process, it shows how toys reflect both technological advances (e.g., the evolution of metal to plastic toys) and popular culture (e.g., the emergence of green army men after WWII). The text also considers today’s top toys and the future of the toy industry through iToys, tablets, and augmented-reality technology. Lastly, the book describes the

process of making toys, from idea to the factory floor. As eye-catching as new toys in a store aisle are the large, full-color photos of vintage and modern amusements and the engineers in action. Whether dreamers or doers, players or makers, readers will find something here to spark their creativity.

—Booklist, October 1, 2013 on Toys
You Wouldn’t Want to…

This series makes history into a cartoon and includes few details. But if you’re a librarian who wants boys to see history as more than dates, this series will get them reading. It motivates reluctant readers with the funny illustrations and short chunks of text, gory facts will draw them in. Some of the titles reviewed are revised editions. 
Additional Selection
—Library Media Connection, November/December 2013 on You Wouldn’t Want to Be a Civil War Soldier!, You Wouldn’t Want to Be an American Colonist!, You Wouldn’t Want to Be in a Medieval Dungeon!, You Wouldn’t Want to Be on the First Flying Machine!, You Wouldn’t Want to Be Sir Isaac Newton!, You Wouldn’t Want to Explore with Lewis and Clark!, You Wouldn’t Want to Meet Typhoid Mary!, and You Wouldn’t Want to Sail on the Titanic!

Sir Isaac Newton has been frequently identified as a person who discovered/ explained gravity and laws of motion. In addition, his work on calculus and optics (study of light) are included. This 32 page book provides a historical account of Newton’s life. This historical account paints a different perspective than is thought of Newton. His “dark

side” seems to be heightened, such as his study of alchemy (early form of science combining experiments, myths, and mistaken beliefs including magic). The desire for alchemy was to change cheap metals into valuable metals. Besides being a scientists/teacher, Newton was warden of the Royal Mint, member of Parliament, and President of Royal Society. Numerous personal confrontations with other renowned scientists and leaders and his subsequent depression are highlighted. The book

ends with a summary of Newton’s legacy to science and industrial revolution. This English publication is a chronological overview of Newton’s life. It is part of a series of diverse topics of science and nonscience. Cartoon oriented illustrations depict scenes from the narrative. Handy Hints are sidebars which focus more upon human aspects rather than Newton or science. A table of contents, 27 word glossary, and index facilitates finding specific information. The lonely nature of Newton throughout his life presents a “darker side.” The 18th century life in England would have to be shared so students can put things in perspective. Also, the writing style of this English trade book is different from students’ usual sources. 
—Science Books & Films Online, August 2013 on You Wouldn’t Want to be Sir Isaac Newton!

The story of “Typhoid Mary” is a historical account of how an unknown carrier of typhoid bacteria was tracked down and how they tried to stop the spread of this severe disease of the early 1900s. The book fails to identify that this case in New York City was before the discovery of penicillin. The story focuses upon a private cook, Mary Mallon, to several families who developed typhoid fever and George Soper, a city sanitary engineer. Typhoid is a disease spread by bacteria found in food or water. Typhoid causes high fever and severe diarrhea. Mallon had no symptoms but families where she cooked developed typhoid fever. Mallon, although healthy herself, was a carrier who infects others when working with food. Soper has difficulties stopping Mallon from doing food preparations. Eventually, Mallon is quarantined for the remainder of her

life. This English publication’s writing style is different from traditional tradebooks. The illustrations have a cartoon orientation. This 32-page book contains a table of contents, a detailed word glossary, and index. Handy Hints sidebars help with application of science to this medical case. The book raises an ethical issue of individual’s personal desires to cook versus benefit to populace to stop the spread of typhoid fever. This book would be appropriate once students are familiar with infectious disease, ways spread, and treated. The nonflattering depiction of many (e.g. drawing her cooking miniature skulls) would turn off some students. Representations of the early 1900s seem to accurately represent the times and how carriers were studied.
—Science Books & Films Online, August 2013 on You Wouldn’t Want to Meet Typhoid Mary!
Blastoff! Readers
Using full-color illustrations, this series describes different zoo animals. Each begins with a definition of the animal and then describes identifying features. For example, the book about camels spends some time describing the purpose of the camel’s hump. These Level 1 readers feature only one or two sentences per page. The text is easy to read and includes highlighted words with definitions found in the glossary. Bibliography. Glossary. Websites. Table of Contents. Index. Recommended
—Library Media Connection, November/December 2012 on Anteaters, Camels, Cheetahs, Hyenas, Meerkats, and Rhinoceroses (Blastoff! Readers: Animal Safari)
These volumes begin by explaining that “all animals belong to the animal kingdom.” A diagram then gives examples of the classes of animals that are vertebrates and those that are invertebrates. Common shared characteristics are covered, and the bright color photos pop off the pages. Although phyla, order, family, genus, and species are not mentioned specifically, Reptiles and Mammals both discuss how their classes are broken down into smaller groups. Record-breakers (largest, smaller, fastest, etc.) are listed at the end of each volume. Thorough glossaries are included, and the lists of further reading are adequate. The generic Factsurfer website suggested in each title offers a mixed bag for children wanting to find out more on the Internet. Serviceable introductions.

—School Library Journal (Series Made Simple), Fall 2012 on Amphibians, Insects, Mammals, and Reptiles (Blastoff! Readers: Animal Classes)

Pilot

This series of the world’s most deadly animals will be a great addition to any library. Each book tells about how these deadly animals and reptiles attack humans and other animals. Helpful hints are included on what to do to keep from being attacked. Illustrations show comparison size to humans, and maps show habitats. Photos of the animals and reptiles add to the interest of the series. Recommended
—Library Media Connection, November/December 2012 on The African Lion, The Cape Buffalo, The Grizzly Bear, and The King Cobra (Pilot: Nature’s Deadliest)
Each book opens with a vivid account of a person being bitten or stung by one or more of the featured animals, the venom’s physical effects, and efforts made to save the victim’s life. The people featured in the first three titles (respectively, a young African cattle herder, a Colorado teenager, and a female soldier stationed in Iraq) nearly died before the correct antivenom could be found and administered, while the Arizona teenager in Killer Bees-stung 150 times in a single incident-was less critically injured. In the following chapters, the white-print text, set on the backgrounds of color photo spreads, briefly describes the creature’s habitats; key physical and behavioral characteristics, defense mechanisms; use of venom and its potency; safety tips, etc. (One tip in each of the arachnid titles concerns removing the animal, if found indoors-a risky maneuver itself.) The animals are clearly depicted on about every other page; some of the close-up images place readers eye-to-eye with them. Captions and sidebars offer additional details. Sandra Markle’s Black Widows (Lerner, 2011) and Outside and Inside Killer Bees (Walker, 2004) offer detailed information on the invertebrates’ anatomy, characteristics, and life cycles, while Owing’s titles on the same animals focus primarily on their deadly nature. The books on the black mamba and death-stalker scorpion will help fill an information gap as there is a dearth of material on these highly venomous creatures.

—School Library Journal, July 2013 on The Black Mamba, The Black Widow Spider, The Deathstalker Scorpion, and Killer Bees (Pilot: Nature’s Deadliest)
Bellwether Media’s Shark Fact Files is a series of children’s educational books aimed at the 4th through 7th grade interest levels. Using sharks as a high‑interest topic to engage young readers, this 12‑book set encourages literacy skills with short narratives on the anatomy, behavior, geographic distribution, and conservation status of several different species (e.g., the Blue Shark, Mako Shark, and Whale Shark books were considered here). Each 24‑page volume promotes higher order thinking by highlighting scientific vocabulary in context, with a glossary at the end to expand upon terms as needed. Vivid full‑page photography accompanies the text, captions provide fun facts, and a website given at the end of the book directs readers to internet resources where they can find more information. By addressing impacts of fisheries and ecotourism in the conservation sections, the books also introduce the International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) rating system and justifications behind current shark status classifications, demonstrating the connection between sharks and society. Although some of the terms presented might be a bit technical for casual young readers, the books are engaging and would particularly resonate with budding animal

or marine biology enthusiasts. 

—Science Books & Films Online, March 2013 on The Whale Shark, The Blue Shark, and The Mako Shark (Pilot: Shark Fact Files)
Epic
Grabbing readers’ attention from the first sections, these titles all begin with a scenario of military vehicles on missions, then proceed to discuss special features and equipment and the types of undertakings each one is designed to complete. “Vehicle Breakdown” lists in every volume detail specifications, but the font is difficult to read. The books would be ideal for reluctant readers since the reading level is quite low. The large, color photographs (with parts labeled) and minimal text increase browser appeal, but the small quantity of information limits the volumes’ use for reports. Glossary words are distinguished in bold, and random facts are highlighted. Readers looking for more details might be better served by titles that compile information about several types of military machines, such as those in Crabtree’s “Vehicles on the Move” series.

—School Library Journal (Series Made Simple), Fall 2012 on Apache Helicopters, F-22 Raptors, and Predator Drones (Epic: Military Vehicles)
Readers may enjoy the staged-looking photos in these three titles, but the content is very limited. Each volume consists of three short chapters and back matter. Full-page or full-spread photos are accompanied by brief paragraphs of text and an occasional box that contain facts such as, “A Night Stalker completes about 100 hours of training with night-vision goggles.” Statements such as “Marines in a MEU need weapons” are not very informative. Understandably, the photography in Night Stalkers is dark, but images throughout the volumes can be dark, fuzzy, and/or oddly cropped. The glossaries, resources lists, and indexes are printed in red and/or white text on dark backgrounds, making them difficult to read. These military units may be special, but these titles are not. Capstone’s “American Special Ops” is a superior series.

—School Library Journal, July 2013 on Army Night Stalkers, Marine Corps Force Recon, and Marine Expeditionary Units (Epic: U.S. Military)
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